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J aneen Nichole (Smith) Piotrowski passed away on March 3, 2025 in Tallahassee,

Fla., from complications with breast cancer. She was 45 years old.

A few short paragraphs could never capture Janeen’s generous, joyful, complex and loving spirit.

She lived and led with her heart, always seeking to build human connection.

Janeen was born on August 21, 1979 in Orlando, Florida to John and Charlene Smith. After

graduating from Seminole High School in 1997, Janeen earned degrees from University of Florida
in 2001 (B.A. in Public Relations) and Santa Fe College in 2008 (A.S. in Graphic Design
Technology).

While studying at Santa Fe College she met Mark Piotrowski. They fell in love, sharing a love of
live music, design and travel. Their first “date” was a road trip to see The Avett Brothers on three

consecutive nights across Florida. Janeen and Mark were married on December 31, 2010,
surrounded by friends and family.

In 2012, the couple moved to Tallahassee, Fla. and on February 9, 2012 welcomed their son Avett

— the love of their life — into their family. He has rarely sat still since.

So many things brought Janeen true happiness and joy. And to see her enjoy them or — better yet
— participate alongside her was to witness love in action.

Janeen loved the outdoors, especially hiking, kayaking and biking. With a group of women friends
she completed sections of the Appalachian Trail, in addition to hundreds of miles of trails

throughout north Florida. An avid plant lover, she brought the outdoors into every home with a
luscious collection of greenery.

Janeen loved music — it fed her soul and was a constant companion in her life. Dancing and

singing filled her heart up. She sang show choir as a teenager and later attended hundreds of
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shows and music festivals across Florida and around the country — with friends, with Mark and
more recently with Avett. For the past two years, she was a proud member of the Tallahassee

Community Chorus.

Janeen loved her friends fiercely and believed in building community. She served on

neighborhood and community boards, promoted electric vehicles at community events, and
participated in local and international moms’ groups, along with Moms Demand Action.

Throughout her professional life Janeen used her love of words and ideas to help others. As a

freelance designer she worked with small businesses and non-profits she cared about. She worked
as a communications and marketing professional for FloridaWorks, the Florida Farm Bureau

Federation and NAI Talcor. Most recently she served as the Chief of Staff and Marketing Manager
for the FSU Institute for Justice Research & Development and as an Advocacy Specialist at
Disability Rights Florida, an advocacy organization for individuals with disabilities in the state of

Florida.

Janeeen is survived by her son Avett and husband Mark of Tallahassee, FL; brother Nick Smith
(Teri Stanley) of Macon, GA; father John Smith of Franklin, NC; in-laws Linda Piotrowski Lavery

Coughlin and Rob Coughlin of Beverly Hills, FL; and brother-and-sister-in-law Eric Piotrowski
and Diane Farsetta of Stoughton, WI. She was preceded in death by her mother Charlene

(Flemming) Williams and grandmothers Sadie Smith and Madeline Norman.

Janeen’s joyful spirit, commitment to human connection and the constant love and devotion she
displayed for her family and friends is unforgettable. May her memory remind us to love fiercely

and compassionately.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in Janeen’s name to the Tallahassee Community Chorus

(https://www.tcchorus.org), Moms Demand Action (https://momsdemandaction.org/) or the
Prairie Creek Conservation Cemetery (https://www.prairiecreekconservationcemetery.org).

A memorial service for Janeen will be held at Prairie Creek Conservation Cemetery (7204 SE

County Road 234, Gainesville, FL, 32641) on Wednesday, March 19, 2025, at 1 o'clock PM EST.
(Please note that any graveside flowers must be cut and biodegradable).
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An additional celebration of Janeen’s life is being planned for friends and family to be held in
Tallahassee at a later date.
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Graveside Service

Prairie Creek Conservation Cemetery

7204 Co Rd 234 , Gainesville FL 32641
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CS Cinnamon Swan lit a candle in honor of Janeen.

Janeen, you embraced life with open arms and a fearless heart. Your capacity to

pursue adventure and create meaningful experiences was unmatched. Thank you

for all you taught me about art, beauty, the therapeutic process, emotional

intelligence, stoicism, how to do a proper photoshoot (with outfit changes), and

many more aspects of leading ourselves through the journey. There is no question as to why you were

nick-named "The Rock of Gibraltar"! You have forever made a great impact on my life and imprinted

my heart with your love and light. I love you, sister. Thank you for your strength. Yarmulka and Dexter

love their Auntie Neen, the coolest

April 15 at 1:32 PM

AP

Angela Pate March 21 at 1:17 PM

May the wind remain at your back. Thank you for being my friend. I’ll keep your smart caring

smile with me always. Love to you and your family. Angela

Angela Pate shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

May the wind be at your back. Thank you for being my friend. Love to you and your

family.

March 21 at 1:15 PM

AP

AH Ashley Hopkins shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

I’m heartbroken to hear of Janeen’s passing. I’m so sorry for this loss to her family,

friends, and community. I will cherish the miles we shared on the trails.

March 15 at 8:26 AM

DI Dianya shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album.

One of the best beach days ever.

March 13 at 6:06 PM
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LC

Lillian Lopez March 13 at 3:46 PM

My heart aches for her son and family. May she Rest In Peace and may the Eternal Light shine

upon her forever ❤️🙏

Linda And Rob Coughlin posted:

We are devastated at the loss of our beloved daughter-in-love, Janeen. She was a bright light in our

lives, and always a joy to be with. She, Mark, and Avett lived life to the fullest. We were always

excited whenever we could be with them. Our hearts are broken for our family and her friends. May

she rest in Eternal Peace, and may her memory be a blessing. We will miss you forever, beautiful

soul. All our love, xx, Linda and Rob

March 13 at 2:47 PM

LL

MR Marcelino Rivera lit a candle in honor of Janeen.

March 13 at 10:29 AM
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AP Angela Pate shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. March 21 at 1:15 PM

Angela Pate March 21 at 1:17 PM

May the wind remain at your back. Thank you for being my friend. I’ll keep your smart caring

smile with me always. Love to you and your family. Angela

AP
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AH Ashley Hopkins shared a photo to the Tribute Wall album. March 15 at 8:26 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Janeen by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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